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Review
"Early Christian Mission humbly yet authoritatively reveals the author's unapologetic, intelligent, exhaustive,
and very lucid defense of his conservative understanding of the Christian church's early evangelical mission.
The sheer scope of Schnabel's research and presentation is daunting to the most energetic reader because of
its breadth and scope." (Chris Carr, Midwestern Journal of Theology, 2008)

"This two-volume set by Eckhard Schnabel is a remarkable achievement. I finished working my way through
the nearly 1,600 pages of text, and despite the length found myself enjoying it immensely. It is a a unique
blend of history, exegesis, theology and praxis rolled into one. Schnabel is to be commended for this
breathtaking achievement." (Matt Harmon, Biblical Theology, May 5, 2008)

"A welcome resource for historians, NT exegetes, and present-day Christian missionaries." (William J.
Larken, Jr. and Joel F. Williams, Bulletin for Biblical Research, 18.1)

"Any one interested in the mission of the early church . . . will remain indebted for a long time to Schnabel
for this treasure trove of information. What it lacks in exciting narrative is more than compensated for by its
encyclopedic usefulness." (Craig Blomberg, Themelios 32/2)

"An encyclopedia of missions in the first century . . . Clearly written . . . Reads as a continuous historical
account." (EMQ, January 2006)

"Schnabel's presentation of the early Christian mission conveys a sense of reality . . . the careful examination
of secondary literature . . . add[s] credibility" (Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society, December
2005)

"A landmark work. There has been no book on this topic of such significance since Harnack's Mission and
Expansion over a century ago. Rich in its comprehensive coverage, Dr. Schnabel's book opens windows for
the reader, letting in light from the New Testament, from the ancient church, and from the neighbors and
rivals of the early church." (Andrew F. Walls, University of Edinburgh)



"The translation of Eckhard Schnabel's monumental history of the early Christian mission is a major
publishing event. Not since Adolf von Harnack's classic The Mission and Expansion of Christianity in the
First Three Centuries, published a century ago, has the subject been surveyed in such encyclopedic breadth
and depth. As was the case with its illustrious predecessor, a work of this scope and detail inevitably affords
plenty to chew on and to disagree with. But there can be no doubt that readers of every persuasion are in
Professor Schnabel's debt for this admirably comprehensive and accessible account of the rise of
Christianity. It will become a standard reference work for students of the early church." (Markus Bockmuehl,
University of Cambridge)

"In this weighty and significant volume--the first full-length study of Christian mission since Harnack's
important work of a century ago--Eckhard Schnabel convincingly shows that the history of Christianity is
indeed the history of mission. Responding in kind to his German forebears, Schnabel argues that the
Christian missionary movement began with Jesus himself and, offering his own account of its development,
treats both the historical and theological dimensions. The result is an invigorating and thorough study of this
relatively neglected, yet fundamentally important, subject." (Stanley E. Porter, McMaster Divinity College)

"Scholars who study the rise of the early churches focus on one of three features: theology, great leaders or
conflicts. That, however, was not what was going on at ground level. Finally someone has told the rise of the
early churches for what it was: missionary stations intent on spreading the gospel about Jesus Christ. The last
century saw only two major works in this field: the classical study of Adolf von Harnack and the smaller, but
accessible, study of Michael Green. Put them away. You now have what those books wanted to be when they
grew up and became mature. This study by Schnabel will face me in my study for the rest of my life." (Scot
McKnight, North Park University)

"This thorough, carefully researched and splendidly thought-out book constitutes a groundbreaking and
encyclopedic work on the early Christian mission which other scholars, including myself, will be using for
decades to come." (Craig S. Keener, Eastern Seminary)

"Professor Eckhard Schnabel's Early Christian Mission is a masterpiece that stands in the tradition of
Harnack and Lietzmann. Schnabel first judiciously traces the origins of early Christian mission and then
skillfully identifies the diverse expressions of mission in the early Christian movement, from Jesus to Paul
and beyond. In doing this he creates the historical, social and religious context in which the writings of the
New Testament and related literature can be meaningfully read and appreciated and in the light of which the
origins of Christianity can be understood with much greater precision. Professor Schnabel has placed us all
in his debt." (Craig A. Evans, Acadia Divinity College)

"As strange as it may seem, since the time of Adolf von Harnack at the turn of the twentieth century there
has never been an attempt at a comprehensive critical account of the earliest period of Christian missions.
Now in his massive and magisterial two-volume work that ignores neither history nor theology, Eckhard
Schnabel has sought to remedy this gap in scholarly research. I predict that scholars will be interacting with
this work for decades to come because of its thoroughness, meticulous attention to detail, and integration of
knowledge from fields as wide-ranging as archaeology, classics, Roman and Jewish history, linguistics,
sociology and of course biblical studies. This is a book every serious student of early Christianity must have
on his shelf. There is nothing else quite like it." (Ben Witherington III, Asbury Theological Seminary)

"The publication in English of Eckhard Schnabel's magisterial work on early Christian mission is a major
event for which both author and publisher are to be congratulated most warmly. This amazing achievement,
which carefully sets the Christian mission within its wide-ranging historical and geographical contexts, and
considers the mission theology of the biblical material, fills a vast gap left for more than one hundred years



since the appearance of Adolf von Harnack's work on the spread of Christianity. Whether it is the relevant
teaching of the Old Testament on this theme, the nature of Jesus' mission and that of his apostles, the mission
theology of each of the Evangelists, what the Acts of the Apostles tells us about the spread of Christianity, or
the motivation, practice and theology of Paul's missionary endeavors, Dr. Schnabel's comprehensive volume
is a profoundly reliable guide, and provides countless insights that will inform and inspire the reader. A
former missionary to the Philippines, he writes fully, judiciously and with conviction about a subject that lies
close to his heart. It is an outstanding work to which I shall return again and again." (Peter T. O'Brien, Moore
Theological College)

"The sheer size of this book demonstrates not only the fantastically wide knowledge of its author but also
and above all the way in which the activity of mission permeates the New Testament story. There is nothing
else available that can compare with this major treatment which discusses every aspect of the subject in the
light of constant, critical interaction with current scholarship and yet manages to remain beautifully clear and
immensely readable. This book is, quite simply, indispensable for the New Testament student." (I. Howard
Marshall, University of Aberdeen)

"Comparatively few biblical studies of mission exist. Those that do were written primarily by missiologists.
Most New Testament scholars, even a number of fairly conservative ones, doubt that Second Temple
Judaism or even Jesus himself significantly foreshadowed the missionary zeal of the early church beyond
Jewish circles. What would a comprehensive study of the relevant New Testament data yield, especially if
prefaced by a survey of Old Testament and intertestamental developments, and undertaken by someone who
has mastered the secondary New Testament literature in all three major European languages? The result is a
magnum opus, for both Schnabel and the discipline, that should be the defining work on this topic for years
to come." (Craig L. Blomberg, Denver Seminary)

About the Author
Eckhard J. Schnabel (PhD, University of Aberdeen) is Mary F. Rockefeller Distinguished Professor of New
Testament Studies at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in South Hamilton, Massachusetts. He has
taught previously at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School (Deerfield, Illinois), Freie Theologische Akademie
(Giessen, Germany), Wiedenest Bible College (Bergneustadt, Germany), and Asian Theological Seminary
(Manila, Philippines). His books include Early Christian Mission (volumes 1 & 2), Paul the Missionary, and
Der erste Brief des Paulus an die Korinther. He is the author of numerous articles, including "Luke" (with
David W. Pao) in Commentary on the New Testament Use of the Old Testament and contributions in
Dictionary of Paul and His Letters and Dictionary of the Later New Testament & Its Developments.
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Review
"Early Christian Mission humbly yet authoritatively reveals the author's unapologetic, intelligent, exhaustive,
and very lucid defense of his conservative understanding of the Christian church's early evangelical mission.
The sheer scope of Schnabel's research and presentation is daunting to the most energetic reader because of
its breadth and scope." (Chris Carr, Midwestern Journal of Theology, 2008)

"This two-volume set by Eckhard Schnabel is a remarkable achievement. I finished working my way through
the nearly 1,600 pages of text, and despite the length found myself enjoying it immensely. It is a a unique
blend of history, exegesis, theology and praxis rolled into one. Schnabel is to be commended for this
breathtaking achievement." (Matt Harmon, Biblical Theology, May 5, 2008)



"A welcome resource for historians, NT exegetes, and present-day Christian missionaries." (William J.
Larken, Jr. and Joel F. Williams, Bulletin for Biblical Research, 18.1)

"Any one interested in the mission of the early church . . . will remain indebted for a long time to Schnabel
for this treasure trove of information. What it lacks in exciting narrative is more than compensated for by its
encyclopedic usefulness." (Craig Blomberg, Themelios 32/2)

"An encyclopedia of missions in the first century . . . Clearly written . . . Reads as a continuous historical
account." (EMQ, January 2006)

"Schnabel's presentation of the early Christian mission conveys a sense of reality . . . the careful examination
of secondary literature . . . add[s] credibility" (Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society, December
2005)

"A landmark work. There has been no book on this topic of such significance since Harnack's Mission and
Expansion over a century ago. Rich in its comprehensive coverage, Dr. Schnabel's book opens windows for
the reader, letting in light from the New Testament, from the ancient church, and from the neighbors and
rivals of the early church." (Andrew F. Walls, University of Edinburgh)

"The translation of Eckhard Schnabel's monumental history of the early Christian mission is a major
publishing event. Not since Adolf von Harnack's classic The Mission and Expansion of Christianity in the
First Three Centuries, published a century ago, has the subject been surveyed in such encyclopedic breadth
and depth. As was the case with its illustrious predecessor, a work of this scope and detail inevitably affords
plenty to chew on and to disagree with. But there can be no doubt that readers of every persuasion are in
Professor Schnabel's debt for this admirably comprehensive and accessible account of the rise of
Christianity. It will become a standard reference work for students of the early church." (Markus Bockmuehl,
University of Cambridge)

"In this weighty and significant volume--the first full-length study of Christian mission since Harnack's
important work of a century ago--Eckhard Schnabel convincingly shows that the history of Christianity is
indeed the history of mission. Responding in kind to his German forebears, Schnabel argues that the
Christian missionary movement began with Jesus himself and, offering his own account of its development,
treats both the historical and theological dimensions. The result is an invigorating and thorough study of this
relatively neglected, yet fundamentally important, subject." (Stanley E. Porter, McMaster Divinity College)

"Scholars who study the rise of the early churches focus on one of three features: theology, great leaders or
conflicts. That, however, was not what was going on at ground level. Finally someone has told the rise of the
early churches for what it was: missionary stations intent on spreading the gospel about Jesus Christ. The last
century saw only two major works in this field: the classical study of Adolf von Harnack and the smaller, but
accessible, study of Michael Green. Put them away. You now have what those books wanted to be when they
grew up and became mature. This study by Schnabel will face me in my study for the rest of my life." (Scot
McKnight, North Park University)

"This thorough, carefully researched and splendidly thought-out book constitutes a groundbreaking and
encyclopedic work on the early Christian mission which other scholars, including myself, will be using for
decades to come." (Craig S. Keener, Eastern Seminary)

"Professor Eckhard Schnabel's Early Christian Mission is a masterpiece that stands in the tradition of
Harnack and Lietzmann. Schnabel first judiciously traces the origins of early Christian mission and then



skillfully identifies the diverse expressions of mission in the early Christian movement, from Jesus to Paul
and beyond. In doing this he creates the historical, social and religious context in which the writings of the
New Testament and related literature can be meaningfully read and appreciated and in the light of which the
origins of Christianity can be understood with much greater precision. Professor Schnabel has placed us all
in his debt." (Craig A. Evans, Acadia Divinity College)

"As strange as it may seem, since the time of Adolf von Harnack at the turn of the twentieth century there
has never been an attempt at a comprehensive critical account of the earliest period of Christian missions.
Now in his massive and magisterial two-volume work that ignores neither history nor theology, Eckhard
Schnabel has sought to remedy this gap in scholarly research. I predict that scholars will be interacting with
this work for decades to come because of its thoroughness, meticulous attention to detail, and integration of
knowledge from fields as wide-ranging as archaeology, classics, Roman and Jewish history, linguistics,
sociology and of course biblical studies. This is a book every serious student of early Christianity must have
on his shelf. There is nothing else quite like it." (Ben Witherington III, Asbury Theological Seminary)

"The publication in English of Eckhard Schnabel's magisterial work on early Christian mission is a major
event for which both author and publisher are to be congratulated most warmly. This amazing achievement,
which carefully sets the Christian mission within its wide-ranging historical and geographical contexts, and
considers the mission theology of the biblical material, fills a vast gap left for more than one hundred years
since the appearance of Adolf von Harnack's work on the spread of Christianity. Whether it is the relevant
teaching of the Old Testament on this theme, the nature of Jesus' mission and that of his apostles, the mission
theology of each of the Evangelists, what the Acts of the Apostles tells us about the spread of Christianity, or
the motivation, practice and theology of Paul's missionary endeavors, Dr. Schnabel's comprehensive volume
is a profoundly reliable guide, and provides countless insights that will inform and inspire the reader. A
former missionary to the Philippines, he writes fully, judiciously and with conviction about a subject that lies
close to his heart. It is an outstanding work to which I shall return again and again." (Peter T. O'Brien, Moore
Theological College)

"The sheer size of this book demonstrates not only the fantastically wide knowledge of its author but also
and above all the way in which the activity of mission permeates the New Testament story. There is nothing
else available that can compare with this major treatment which discusses every aspect of the subject in the
light of constant, critical interaction with current scholarship and yet manages to remain beautifully clear and
immensely readable. This book is, quite simply, indispensable for the New Testament student." (I. Howard
Marshall, University of Aberdeen)

"Comparatively few biblical studies of mission exist. Those that do were written primarily by missiologists.
Most New Testament scholars, even a number of fairly conservative ones, doubt that Second Temple
Judaism or even Jesus himself significantly foreshadowed the missionary zeal of the early church beyond
Jewish circles. What would a comprehensive study of the relevant New Testament data yield, especially if
prefaced by a survey of Old Testament and intertestamental developments, and undertaken by someone who
has mastered the secondary New Testament literature in all three major European languages? The result is a
magnum opus, for both Schnabel and the discipline, that should be the defining work on this topic for years
to come." (Craig L. Blomberg, Denver Seminary)

About the Author
Eckhard J. Schnabel (PhD, University of Aberdeen) is Mary F. Rockefeller Distinguished Professor of New
Testament Studies at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in South Hamilton, Massachusetts. He has
taught previously at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School (Deerfield, Illinois), Freie Theologische Akademie
(Giessen, Germany), Wiedenest Bible College (Bergneustadt, Germany), and Asian Theological Seminary



(Manila, Philippines). His books include Early Christian Mission (volumes 1 & 2), Paul the Missionary, and
Der erste Brief des Paulus an die Korinther. He is the author of numerous articles, including "Luke" (with
David W. Pao) in Commentary on the New Testament Use of the Old Testament and contributions in
Dictionary of Paul and His Letters and Dictionary of the Later New Testament & Its Developments.

Most helpful customer reviews

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful.
Excellent Background Information and Analysis
By P. C. Lindstrom
This is a massive two-volume work that I have not read in its entirety. I don't know if I ever will get the
chance to read through both volumes, cover to cover. I have found the book very helpful as a reference. For
example, if you compare the background information that Schnabel provides on the Galilean ministry of the
disciples in Matthew 10 to the information that most other commentaries provide, you will see that Schnabel
has much more background information, which is why this is a valuable work. Commentaries by their nature
cannot provide this same level of detail. I would highly recommend this work to pastors and teachers.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Five Stars
By Charles Rawlings
A great overview or the apostles and Paul.
The print could be larger.

30 of 30 people found the following review helpful.
The Best Study of New Testament Missions Ever Written!
By Dr. Marc Axelrod
Eckhard Schnabel has produced a mammoth two volume discussion of the historical and theological
foundations of the Christian missionary movement. The thesis of Early Christian Mission is that the
movement began with the ministry of the historical Jesus and was perpetuated by the work of his earliest
followers. A key point for Schnabel is that there was no active Jewish mission to Gentiles prior to the
ministry of Jesus. He painstakingly expounds salient texts in the Hebrew Bible as well as texts from other
relevant Jewish texts to show that even though there were eschatological promises of a general conversion of
Gentiles to the God of Israel, that there was no active Jewish mission. In making this assertion, Schnabel has
some significant exegetical obstacles, namely the book of Jonah (where Schnabel explains that Jonah was
trying to get the Ninevites to repent, not to convert), and texts such as Isaiah 26:19 (which he regrettably
overlooks), and Matthew 23:15 (where Schnabel is forced to admit that the text may speak of a uniquely
Pharisaic ministry to reach non-Jews.) The bottom line is that strictly speaking, the Christian mission cannot
be considered the first actively Jewish effort to reach Gentiles.

But this early misstep for the most part does not affect later assertions. Schnabel is certainly right to say that
the historical Jesus began a unique ministry to the people of Israel while not ignoring the needs of inquiring
Gentiles. He explains that Jesus could have easily visited the 175 towns and villages of Galilee, in
accordance with the summaries in texts such as Matthew 9:36. He shows that Jesus called twelve apostles to
train them as fishers of men and that they learned from observing Jesus that the good news of the arrival of
God's kingdom needed to be proclaimed in towns and villages to the poor and the wealthy, to the educated
and the uneducated, both in word and deed.

Schnabel also contends that contrary to popular opinion, it didn't take until the martyrdom of Stephen to
realize that the gospel should be preached to Gentiles. They were aware of the Lord's commission as
recorded in Matthew 28 and Luke 24. Moreover, Matthias was chosen by lot as one who would be a witness



of Christ's resurrection. Furthermore, Peter's ministry on the day of Pentecost and the subsequent boldness of
the apostles (Acts 4:13, 5:32) demonstrates that they were ready and able for ministry. It is tempting to point
out that Luke mentions no ministry outside Judea until after the martyrdom of Stephen, but it is hasty to
conclude that this was because of fear or ignorance. Schnabel's conservative reconstruction is quite plausible.

Schnabel also shows that repentance and forgiveness of sins in Jesus alone as Messiah of Israel was the
consistent message of all of the apostles, and that any differences between the theology of Peter, James,
John, and Paul are exaggerated. He also shows how the apostles could have obtained geographical and
ethnographical information from libraries and public archives

He also discusses the historical plausibility of a mission by Thomas to India and how the third century Acts
of Thomas may contain kernels of historical truth, including a reference to the Indian leader Gondophernes.

The second volume of Schnabel's work is a description of Paul's ministry. He explains that we cannot see his
ministry as strictly a ministry to Gentiles, because Paul always had an inward desire to reach some of his
own people with the gospel of Christ. He also shows how Paul not only followed a planned out itinerary, but
that he was also open to the leading of the Spirit and was willing to avoid areas where the Spirit didn't want
to him to go.

All through the work, Schnabel gives helpful and tremendously detailed descriptions of villages and hamlets
throughout the Roman world and throughout the Middle East. The massive amount of information in these
two volumes makes it easy to see how scholars will be using this work for decades to come.

Yet for those of us who believe in the historical reliability of the Bible, many of the findings will seem
redundant. The real value of this work is in the detailed histories of the little known areas where the apostles
may have traveled, as well as the fascinating interactions with other scholars. The book is a treasure trove of
information about the mission of the early church and I highly recommend it.

See all 7 customer reviews...
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blend of history, exegesis, theology and praxis rolled into one. Schnabel is to be commended for this
breathtaking achievement." (Matt Harmon, Biblical Theology, May 5, 2008)

"A welcome resource for historians, NT exegetes, and present-day Christian missionaries." (William J.
Larken, Jr. and Joel F. Williams, Bulletin for Biblical Research, 18.1)

"Any one interested in the mission of the early church . . . will remain indebted for a long time to Schnabel
for this treasure trove of information. What it lacks in exciting narrative is more than compensated for by its
encyclopedic usefulness." (Craig Blomberg, Themelios 32/2)

"An encyclopedia of missions in the first century . . . Clearly written . . . Reads as a continuous historical
account." (EMQ, January 2006)

"Schnabel's presentation of the early Christian mission conveys a sense of reality . . . the careful examination
of secondary literature . . . add[s] credibility" (Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society, December
2005)

"A landmark work. There has been no book on this topic of such significance since Harnack's Mission and
Expansion over a century ago. Rich in its comprehensive coverage, Dr. Schnabel's book opens windows for
the reader, letting in light from the New Testament, from the ancient church, and from the neighbors and
rivals of the early church." (Andrew F. Walls, University of Edinburgh)

"The translation of Eckhard Schnabel's monumental history of the early Christian mission is a major
publishing event. Not since Adolf von Harnack's classic The Mission and Expansion of Christianity in the
First Three Centuries, published a century ago, has the subject been surveyed in such encyclopedic breadth
and depth. As was the case with its illustrious predecessor, a work of this scope and detail inevitably affords



plenty to chew on and to disagree with. But there can be no doubt that readers of every persuasion are in
Professor Schnabel's debt for this admirably comprehensive and accessible account of the rise of
Christianity. It will become a standard reference work for students of the early church." (Markus Bockmuehl,
University of Cambridge)

"In this weighty and significant volume--the first full-length study of Christian mission since Harnack's
important work of a century ago--Eckhard Schnabel convincingly shows that the history of Christianity is
indeed the history of mission. Responding in kind to his German forebears, Schnabel argues that the
Christian missionary movement began with Jesus himself and, offering his own account of its development,
treats both the historical and theological dimensions. The result is an invigorating and thorough study of this
relatively neglected, yet fundamentally important, subject." (Stanley E. Porter, McMaster Divinity College)

"Scholars who study the rise of the early churches focus on one of three features: theology, great leaders or
conflicts. That, however, was not what was going on at ground level. Finally someone has told the rise of the
early churches for what it was: missionary stations intent on spreading the gospel about Jesus Christ. The last
century saw only two major works in this field: the classical study of Adolf von Harnack and the smaller, but
accessible, study of Michael Green. Put them away. You now have what those books wanted to be when they
grew up and became mature. This study by Schnabel will face me in my study for the rest of my life." (Scot
McKnight, North Park University)

"This thorough, carefully researched and splendidly thought-out book constitutes a groundbreaking and
encyclopedic work on the early Christian mission which other scholars, including myself, will be using for
decades to come." (Craig S. Keener, Eastern Seminary)

"Professor Eckhard Schnabel's Early Christian Mission is a masterpiece that stands in the tradition of
Harnack and Lietzmann. Schnabel first judiciously traces the origins of early Christian mission and then
skillfully identifies the diverse expressions of mission in the early Christian movement, from Jesus to Paul
and beyond. In doing this he creates the historical, social and religious context in which the writings of the
New Testament and related literature can be meaningfully read and appreciated and in the light of which the
origins of Christianity can be understood with much greater precision. Professor Schnabel has placed us all
in his debt." (Craig A. Evans, Acadia Divinity College)

"As strange as it may seem, since the time of Adolf von Harnack at the turn of the twentieth century there
has never been an attempt at a comprehensive critical account of the earliest period of Christian missions.
Now in his massive and magisterial two-volume work that ignores neither history nor theology, Eckhard
Schnabel has sought to remedy this gap in scholarly research. I predict that scholars will be interacting with
this work for decades to come because of its thoroughness, meticulous attention to detail, and integration of
knowledge from fields as wide-ranging as archaeology, classics, Roman and Jewish history, linguistics,
sociology and of course biblical studies. This is a book every serious student of early Christianity must have
on his shelf. There is nothing else quite like it." (Ben Witherington III, Asbury Theological Seminary)

"The publication in English of Eckhard Schnabel's magisterial work on early Christian mission is a major
event for which both author and publisher are to be congratulated most warmly. This amazing achievement,
which carefully sets the Christian mission within its wide-ranging historical and geographical contexts, and
considers the mission theology of the biblical material, fills a vast gap left for more than one hundred years
since the appearance of Adolf von Harnack's work on the spread of Christianity. Whether it is the relevant
teaching of the Old Testament on this theme, the nature of Jesus' mission and that of his apostles, the mission
theology of each of the Evangelists, what the Acts of the Apostles tells us about the spread of Christianity, or
the motivation, practice and theology of Paul's missionary endeavors, Dr. Schnabel's comprehensive volume



is a profoundly reliable guide, and provides countless insights that will inform and inspire the reader. A
former missionary to the Philippines, he writes fully, judiciously and with conviction about a subject that lies
close to his heart. It is an outstanding work to which I shall return again and again." (Peter T. O'Brien, Moore
Theological College)

"The sheer size of this book demonstrates not only the fantastically wide knowledge of its author but also
and above all the way in which the activity of mission permeates the New Testament story. There is nothing
else available that can compare with this major treatment which discusses every aspect of the subject in the
light of constant, critical interaction with current scholarship and yet manages to remain beautifully clear and
immensely readable. This book is, quite simply, indispensable for the New Testament student." (I. Howard
Marshall, University of Aberdeen)

"Comparatively few biblical studies of mission exist. Those that do were written primarily by missiologists.
Most New Testament scholars, even a number of fairly conservative ones, doubt that Second Temple
Judaism or even Jesus himself significantly foreshadowed the missionary zeal of the early church beyond
Jewish circles. What would a comprehensive study of the relevant New Testament data yield, especially if
prefaced by a survey of Old Testament and intertestamental developments, and undertaken by someone who
has mastered the secondary New Testament literature in all three major European languages? The result is a
magnum opus, for both Schnabel and the discipline, that should be the defining work on this topic for years
to come." (Craig L. Blomberg, Denver Seminary)
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